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A STATEMENT OF FACT

No doubt by this time readers of Futurian OBSERVIR have seen and
rgad the AmniverSary and December issues of ULTRA., ILcitor Russell in
his editorial has stated three reasons for the lateness of ULTRA's appe
arance. The object of this article being to show the true state of aff
airs behind the first two of these, we shall quote them: "1, The exhorb
itant price asked by the party who duplicated the first, second and fou
rth mimeod issues" and "2. The refusal and inconsistency of certain Aus
sy fans when asked to contribute material to an All-fussralian issue.”

We'll de al with the first. -

What, Eric Russell, is your ides of an "exhorbitant prige." Might
we pofut out to our readers (Wwho by now, have guessed that this was alm
ad at us) that whereas we offered Bric Russell a redscnebls brice for
the use of cur machine he refused it, and then went so for as to accept
a hizher price from other fans in Sydney, {We have actual facts anc fic
ures to back up our statements, but deizfiAto use them as it would proba
bly embroil neutral fans. Should Russell press the issue we shall prod
uce these facts.) Russell has previously been allowed the uvse of UBS
duplicator absolutelv free of charge provided he used his own materials
for the sctual printing. However, the screen of 03S machine 1is good for
5,000 copies and at the most 5,506, before having to be replaced. Russe
11 is well aware of this fact, but expected that we would run off some
2,000 sheets of the Amniversery issue free. The fact that this woulid-d
epreciate the value of the screen much sooner than was anticipated dl d
not matter to him® As a result when OBS placed the price of two copiles
of ULTRA for every _ten run off, he would not accept. (He had previously
stated that some 50 copies would have to be printed so we requested OV
copies to be done,"the extra ten being givento us in ps ment . Between us
we had intended to buy or exchange this number so actua ly what was aik
ed was merely our copies free ggﬁ thms would not infringe on his regul-
ero subscription list.) Ruseell's first act then was to accept a high-

er price from other parties!

~ Russell's object in doing this is fairly obvious - he wanted to
stir up trouble. He turned doWin the VC offer as an excuse to recoumenc
5 fouding in Sydney. This deliberate_trouble-making effort is signific
ant of past actionS of Zric F. Russell and must be opposed by every pro
‘ressive Australian fen! Russell has caused trouble agl@nty before now
.-~ he cammot be allowed to continue in this manner. This 1s something
‘eally serious end Australian fandom cannot afford_to be hampered oy su

'h o state” ~ : of affairs time after time! = . It must be stoppedt

To deal with the second reason; This is nothing more than an open
ttack on such well-known and well-liked fans as H. Pinnock, Uharles la
‘oste and Marshall @. MacLennan'! These fans have not the time to cevote
o science fiction fandom as have youncer fans end this Gespicable att-
ck only shoms the selfish, egotistical nature of iric Y. Hussell In ex
scting” the fans to devote their time specially for his benellt.

Reading futher down the page we learn that ULTRA has been receive
2 the moral and active su port of Dmyer end Smith. These two readers
f ULTRA have openly attacked all branches of fan activity and refused
0 co-operate with other fens in the maintaginance of a sclence fiction
lub, Also in the Decmeber ULTRA we hear Noel Duyer is to contribute
aterial during 1941. May we suggest that Deyer write up the pretty il



(Cont. from P.1.) little speach nc Zalivered to BFC @d “IV on how he
s01d up his collection and Wwas fod 1o with fans in gsusrax. Lt should
certainly appeal to the readers of UUiRA, but true fens will no doubl
classify it as sadisitic. ds for Smith in the Anniversary issue. We
a1l noted his little ditty on the bask page of ULIRA. Well, speakin

of piffle, RAS, dog't you think th ;’s what you heve there egdresasd 6
“criticsoﬁ Such 2 childish statsuent would not be faund in the magaz-
inas it Aditor Russell did not estimate that the mental 5tul of sclen
ce fiction fans is far belew thab of himselfy, For sush ig ]
iootion such a statement allowad i the megazine ce: LAV
science fiction fans read ULIRaY}
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At the bottom of the second page of "Fan®s Torui” Dugesll has the
hide tc speak of the "non-co-operation of obher fams." bolore lr. Rus
sell goes about saying things iike this, shall we rvefer him to his own
monderful record of non-co-operaticn in the Futurian Bacistye Perhapa
the most outstanding point of this i was his refusal to introduce new
nembers . Russell knew of fans in Svemey who would join the Futurian
Society, but refused to bring them aleng to the club, It remained for
others to brine them in. Just another Instence ds tho cifair of the
Futurien Scciefy Library. This wes supported by abc Lhres fans in
the club - Russell would have nothing go do with it ond sventmally it
rad to be abandoned because of the wery poor support it vas given. The
se are just two cases of Russell's hypocrasy. Aoain we note the cracks
at CBS Zuplicator placed in parenthésis in %he centre of a letter from
John Cunningham, to the effect that they have definitaly sergpped the
VC machine. Weli, Mr. Russell, before you start makinz thess wisecracks
just think where ULTRA woulc be teday 1f it had not bsen fer tals mach
ine. It would certainly be in a very défferent place (o winre it is now’
Dwyer has another hypocritical letier printed in the Decsmser iseue.
He speaks of childishness in the 7SS . and who acted more childish at
meetings than the rest of the group ever did in the whole carger of the
club? -= "Tras little Noel® Dayer speaks of"jealous attempts”~ we lau
ch% Dwyer, to you it's jealous attempts", but actually it is really
an attempt to get a fair deal our of one who does not sesl o know what
5 fair deal isY How stranze that Russell got away with such a lot ==
-~ Then exposure threatened his throne he ¢limbed dcim from his lmag
inary level of superiority and remainsd equal to toher fans until such
tims as hs felt he must gzain dictatal

However, despite these facts we, ths editors of Fuvurian OBSERVIR,
are Qiﬁnfngg%pregared to discuss unity with Zric Russell snd. the ULTRA
groupt LI Aric Hussell is prepered to talk this whols thirg over in a
zent lemonly manner with a non-perticipsnt fan in the Chair and agree to
any decision decided ugon, then wo are prepared to mest him any time
anitable to all and settle the whole matter. If Russell is not xmp pre-
pared to do this then it will definitely show him up boforc a1l fandom
and conclusively prove every etatement We have made. (Nof thet 1ts
necgsgart) -
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17 3%MS: Many thanks to a gentlemen who wishes to remail ancymsus,
and who presented OBS with a full ream of fociseep duplic-
ator and a full ream of guarto duplicator papsy. sud Uho

will also obtain our paper for us at a minute fraction of the nsual co

st, when our present supply runs cub...... First of the nev Randwick
fans is Graham Sione, wgo 19 fast bacoming acquainted with other fans
and their ways! 4nd how%..... Druge Sawyer will be in &ilitary camp

for 71 days commencing on December Otheccuvesee... . - e Ei g
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Futurian ORSERVER: (No. 24.) is a fortngihtly publication, wh igh issu
es from 10a Sully StFest, Rendwick,5§ydcoy. N.5.\..
under the management of Bert F. Castellari and Will

iam D, Veney. This 2d per sih§le copy, 7 for 1/- or T for 20 cents.
The. latter is the lowest we will accept from Americans.
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